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Mvrinig.3. I!<pl^m«wts etc, used in aL2L3L 3 

Materials (dravyas) used In the sacrifices play a very 

Important role In deciding the nature of Vedie-yajftas. It vas 
one of the five constituents of the sacrifice, the other four 

being man tra, d eva tS , rtvlk and yaja»aha. On the basis of diffe- 
rent nature of materials the irauta sacrifices vere classified 
Into two samsthffs viz. havlrvajna and soma samsthS. The former 
samstha included the offerings of milk, grains, animals etc., 
whereas the latter had soma as its main material. 

iqCTIOH 4 i C FMF. 3IW G V IT KI T *L 3 

(I) Nature and kinds of irauta Materials :- In the Vedic rituals 
materials of various kinds and nature were offered to the deities 
in order to make them pleased. Generally people offer those very 
things vhieh they themselves use and like. If they are vegetarians 
they offer vegetarian materials and if they are non- vegeta ri ans 
they offer non-vegetarian materials. Materials used In Vedic yaj- 
nas are of the following nature: 

(a) Milk and Its preparation a :- Milk was frequently used In the 

irauta rites. The milk of cow was the chief offering material at 

A.gnihctra-ri te. Milk was offered for ,r ayud evatS at the Caturmasya 
1 

also. %lksa, payagya, Vajln, sffnnlyya, butter and ghee were the 
preparation of milk which vere offered in 4r«uta rites. %iksi> 
whose synonym Is payasya, is a mixture of coagulated milk and fresh 
boiled milk. If this Smiksa is put in a piece of cloth and squeez- 
ed then the liquid portion, which oozes out of the amlk^a, is 

9 

called vajln. it the soma sacrifice imiksS was offered into an- 

3 

vShSrya In order to please the deities of the sacrifice. Fayasya 


4 

va g generally offered to Maitravarupa in the DIksiyana sacrifice. 

Majin wa s offered to tine deities called vaji ns, at the Caturmasya 

sacrifice. Sannayya lea mixture of fresh heated milk and sour milk 

or cards o f the preceding night’s milking. It was offered to Tndra 

or Mahendra by a person *ho had or had not performed a soma saeri- 
6 

flee. Cards (dadhi) is also a preparation of milk. It was offered 

as an oblation at igrayana. It vies offered at Dar 6apurnamasa also? 

Butter (navanita) we s used at the subsidiaries of the ^yena sacri- 

q 

flee. 

In the Srauts rituals, ghee has been given a high respect 
and Importance. It held an unique position a^ong the offering 
materials. It wfts offered at the ’gnlhotra if a yajamana desired 
for ’tejas*. Moreover, Mhere no offering is stated then It vas 
the ghee that was offered into flhavanlya vlth the Juhu. 'Che fre- 

quent use of ghee shows that It was easily available in Vedic 
society. Apart from serving the purpose of an offering material 
it keeps the fire burning. Uso, It m»s the ghee with vhose Impor- 
tance its gen era tor, cov, occupied a high place among the animals 
and gained social status. The offering materials viz. milk and 
its preparations were regarded as power-giving. Ghee itself was 

/ TO 

regarded a symbol of power. a3r. describes It as a vajra, - In 
the Medic society, the ritual of offering these materials aimed 
at making gods powerful and happy, and to get these things in re- 
turn in a large quantity. 

(b) Grains apd their preparation s t- Grains were an important consti- 
tuent of offering materials of ^rauta rituals. Kgrayana-i sti im the 

13 

best example of the rites in vhich grains were offered to the gods. 


Barley (yava), rice (brlhi), blade rice, <5iana, sakta, laja, tlla, 

syamaka, saspa and tok*a were the eral n S; an d purodasa, caro, kar*m- 

bha, mantha, apopa, yav&gu etc. were the preparations of grains to 

be offered In ^rauta rituals. Barley and rice (in the form of Turo- 

da^a) were the chief offering materials of ^grayana-j sti . Black 

rice (in the form of caru) were offered to Nirrti at the Bajasuya 

15 

sacrifice. ttiana (grains of barley), saktu (powder of parched bar- 

l^f) ©nd 1©J© (frlOfi op parched i*lc© 0fr©ins) w©r© off*©r©d ©t th© 

Uvamedha sacrifice? 6 Saktu was offered at the end o** Pa^ubandha 
also. >aktu was regarded as the form of gels and thus the latter 

1 ® i 

were pleased with the former. Tlla were offered at the aatarudrTye 

19 j go 

homa of agnlcayiin a sacrifice. i»a 3 pa, 

71 


tokm.a, v nagnahu 2 nd ^ya- 


maka were used at Sautrffmani (to prepare sura). Karambha is the 


mixture of saktus and curds.' It is the sacrificial food for Pusan 

03 

who has no teeth to chew the hard *oo3. The flour of Karambha was 
used for preparing the savanTyo-p urod&'sa at the soma-pressings. 


Mantha, prepared by mixing milk cf a cow vl th half- ground barley 

and stirred with a sugarcane- sti ck, is ttie material used in Kaha- 

ritryajiia of CStuT'masyas. ipopa, a purodffsa made of barley or rice 

and baked on the domestic fire, was the material of ^gnyldheya sac- 

rlflce. YavSgQ, a gruel prepared from nice or barley, was the 

material for tgnlhotra oblations at the night preceding the 3anna- 
57 

yya. Founded rice or flour cf barley etc; baked on 'rarhpatya fire, 

. . ,58 

on the kapala, vas known as Punodasa. In its size, it was as 

large as the hoof of a horse.' The Purodasa for gods was prepared 

% 

on kapala* of various number. <lt the Dar^arurnamasa, eight kapala 

purodfia for Agni , eleven kapala purodaSa for 4gni-3oma and twelve 

30 

kapala purodasa for Tndra-agnl was offered. ^t the Hi travlndestl , 


various purodas£as viz. eight kapala puro<Jaia for *gni y ten kapala 

purodasa for Verona, eleven kapala purodasa for Tndre, tvelve 

kapai a or eight kapala purodSsa for davits and ten kapSla puro- 

31 

ds^a for Tva sta, were offered. A.t the Pravargya two Puro<?a£as 

3 ? 

were knovn as H«uhln*-purod£sa s. Furoda^a was offered for ful- 


filling the ambitions also. I’br instance, eight kapala purodasa 

33 

was offered with the desire for heaven. Pbr abhicsra karma eleven 

kapSla purodS^a for Tndre and seven kapala puroda&t for Marut3 was 
34 

offered. 

Caru was prepared from unpounded rice or barley grains 
and was cooked in water with butter or milk ml red with it. The 
vessel in -h 1 ch it was served was known as caru sth all. Caru was 


offered to various gods. ?br example, at the «i travindesfti It 


was offered to 8oma, Hltra, Brhaspatl, Ftlsan and ierasvati. 


35 


*t 


the Kaukili Sautramanf caru, cooked with ghrta was offered to 

36 37 

Miti. Kt the Vajapeva, nalvara-carti for Bihaspati was p 


Cfiru was also offered to fulfil the ambitions. %r example, it 

38 

was offered to Surya with the ambition for brahmavarcas. 

material, forbidden by Sruti, was not administered 

in the ritual performance as it could lead a ya I am an a to the dl s- 

30 — 

astrous results, ^ong the grains, Varaka, Kodrava and Masa were 

40 

forbidden for offering. 

The nature and kinds of offering materials in the form 
of grains show the progressive stage of cultivation and agricul- 
ture in Vedic society. The various preparations from grains show 
the interest of people in different dishes and their skill in the 
science of cooking. They offered the various dishes, they them- 
selves liked, to the gods to make the latter happy. 


(c) Animal s i- Animals were also one of the offering materials In 
srauta sacrifices. Roe to its being main material, one of the 
sacrifices was called Pa^ubandha. Animals were offered in soma sac- 
rifices also. The krauts- texts prescribe different animals for 

different gods* a milch cow for Vayuf a young ox for Indraf^barren 

44 

cows for Pal travaruna, Vaj Madeira and 3rhaspatl$ a black ram for 

46 4<I0 ^ 

Varuna$ he-goat fbr Agni, b e- goat for Indr*-Agnij ewe for > ara s- 

48 48 50 

vati: hornless goats for Frajapatl; hornless bull for Prajarati: 

51 52 

red he-goat for Asrlnsi spotted cow for Ha ruts; and a white goat 

53 

fbr Brhaspati. HaitrdyanI Saelghlta prescribes dove, owl and hare 


54 


fbr Nirrtl7" Besides these animals, gomre* (a wild oxff traita, 

67 SB ^ 

Vadaba and a dog were also killed in the ^rauta rites. \ 


66 


50 


living tortoise was deposited In the first layer of the flre-alt»r. 
The ritual symbolizes the creation of world by Prajapati having 


formed himself as a tortoise. 
61 


60 


Even a frog wasaiso killed in Igni- 


cayana. The skins of the animals, without vapa, were also offered 

6 7 

at the 3* rvamedh a- sacrifice. If the yajamana died during the per- 
formance of rituals then his person was placed upon a black antelope- 

63 

sklny sp^read on a pyre. Thus skin of antelope was also offered in 
fire. 

& he-goat, to be offered at Nirudfia-Pa^ibandha, was meant 

64 

fbr either of the gods viz. Indra-agni, 3urya and Frajapatl. The 

65 

animal was offered by cutting his varied limbs. The animal >»s 
offered to gods by making It purified with water, because everybody 


likes to have a pure thing. The various gods ware made pleased by 


offering various animals only to get a large number of animals 
because the vedic people were the agriculturists. The desire for 
animals al90 shews their interest in animal-keeping. 


(d) asra tyam « The of Serins material. was related to the trees 
also. Vikamka ta, Udumbara, Palana, S*#tte5 9 Nyarrodha, KSTrsparya, 

Khadira, Bilva and Rohltaka are the trees ^hieh vere regarded as 

67 

sacrificial trees. It the Igni cayana , Katyayana has rreserlbed 

Vlkamkata, Udumbara and Palisa as the trees from >hlch Samidhas were 

use Samldhas were the chief offering maters) of dgnyadhana*^and 

thi s i s the best example of offering material related to "anaspati . 

70 

^t the funaradhana fu^a was used. Karksndhu, Kuvnla and Hadara 

7 X 

have algo been referred to in the r! tual- texts. Herbs and Hanas- 

7 ^ 

patls were offered Into the lhavaniya, at the Servaeiedha. w 

fn the one hand Samldhas vere helpful In keerlnr the 
sacrificial ^ires bwmincr a n^ on the other hrnd they were offered 
td th the reason that rods mlpht fire (i.e. produce) rev and more 
trees >hi ch was the essential requirement of agriculturists and 
animal-keeper*?. 


( e) 3oma t- In the ritt^ls of Soma-rites, ooma v*3 the main offerlnf 

73 

material and the ropular drink of rods. ^ It wa s offered to the fods 

throufh various grahas viz. Up am sue rah s, an'taryama graha, dvldevatya 

74 

graha, alndravayava graha etc. Keith observes that "the west impor- 

It 

tan t of all offerings in the eyes of the priests was certainly Soma, 
because according to him "the Rgveda in the rain is a collection 

7fi 

based on the 3oma sacrifice, though not exclusively devoted to It? 

it the k>r s- seer* fl ce, soma t.* s bouf^it by giving an iaraaculate 

76 

(virgin) cov, of one year's age, to its seller. Kt the Rajasuya, 


>oma was bought against ten heifers. 




In the cSom® sacrifices besides soma, suri was also 

78 _ 79 

offered. It the 3autrar a nl and TSjapeya 3ora was offered. 

Tn this way It 1 s clear that the materials of various 
kinds, used In the iraota rites, were of th< 


were offered to the god3 to please then end to get them (the 
materials) back In large quantity. 

(II) Purpose of Using Different Materials*- The main purpose of 
using different materials was the performance of rituals. But, 
it is seen that sometimes the use of a particular material depend- 
ed upon a particular desire, %r example* Soma was the chief 

material in the Soma- sacrifices. The gods were cheered by the 

80 

draughts of Soma and they lived a life of bliss. Belvalkar and 


lanade regard the Soma sacrifice as a sympathetic rain charm, tecer- 




ding to them, as the pressed Soma lets iovn drops of juice ff so 

^ould Tndra, the Lord of rain-cloud, pour do-un showers of heaven- 

8 1 

ly %*ter. Therefore the purpose of offering Soma was to get rain 
and bliss in return from the gods. The A.gnihotra included diffe- 
rent materials for different ambitions. Payasa, curds, ghee, oil, 
odana, barley, rice, soma, meat and water were offered for the 
fulfilment of 'all desires', indrlya, tejas, £rl,praja, grama, 


power, brahmavarcas, nourishment and long life, respectively; 


88 


Secondly, 


+» 


©rials were used for pleasing the Pitaras, 


also. It the Pindapitr yajna the threads were pl/iaced near the 

88 

rice- ball s. ' Fhom the ritual it appears that the threads were 
placed as the clothes for Pitaras and it is clear from the verse 
"etavab Titfxro vasah' f , recited in thi3 ritual. Similarly, the 
use of water in these rituals could be taken as providing water 
tc the Pi tara s. 


Thirdly, materials were used for the welfare of progeny 
also. *br arample, at the Varunaprag^iSsa-parva Karamtha-pots were 

prepared out one isore than the number of the Inmates the sacrifi- 

/ 

cer had. SBr. says that one Ka ram bh a-po t is meant fbr one person 
vdrdch means that the persons, vho hove been born, ^iould be freed 


V K • "* 




.) 


from the net of Faruna and extra Karambha-pot is for the 'Praja' 

that is still to be forn and it is thought that '"would be Praja* 

84 

may also be freed for® the net of Haruna. The other reason of 

t 

preparing an extra Karambha-pot was to substitute a pot with it if 

the former was broken during performance of rituals, Fourthly, 

tendency tovArds pomp and show was also one of the nurroses for 

using materials. <lt the TOrnamSsa-i sti , total number of twelve 

B5 

handfuls of grains were required for the three chief-offerings, but 
the ritual shows that actually a cart full of grains was brought to 
the sacrificial place. The purpose o* bringing the grains in a 
large quantity was displaying the riches of the vajamana which, indi- 
cates that external arr end arc ( show^ had crept in the performance 
of rituals as well as in the common behaviour of some people. 

Fifthly, sometimes a material was used due to the non- 
availability of another thing. *t the Darkest! an option had been 


86 


given that either Paiafia cr ‘>amr branch was brouijit. It was pres- 
cribed peihaps with the reason that if the former tree was not 
available in a particular region then branch could he taken of the 
latter tree. 


Sixthly, hatred towards one thing becomes the purpose of 

using another thing. it the CSturmasya, effigies of a ram and sheer 

S7 

were prepared from barley. C. G.Kashikar, quoting Kadhvaeary a, also 

says that the animal to be offered in the animal sacrifices was not 

/ 88 

a living animal, but one made of flour (pistapasu). The purpose 
ofkilling animals, made of flour, was clearly a hatred towards the 
killing of real animals and goodwill towards them. 

fill) 3pfr st1 t ut-irr of Materials : In the sacrifices offering material 
was ai wavs fixed for different rituals. However, their substitutes 


have also been allowed doe to various reasons and circumstances 


The substitution was allowed by the acaryss. According to Jaimini, 

go j 

material, similar to the original one, could be used. irauta- sutra 3 
prescribe that for want of a particular substance a sijfmilar one, 

90 

>#ii ch *»s fit for sacrifice, could be substituted. The reasons 
and circumstances, r<hieh lead to the substitution, are as ^ollowss- 

J P 

(§' I pcomr e*-epcy of a Material s 3 an . dS prescribes that a substitute 

91 

is administered if the r> roper materiel fails to yield the desired 
result, ^r eysmple, if irnyadhana did not produce some effective 


results then its samidhfis 


substituted by kusos at the funara 


- 95! 

(ftana. In the event of dying or disappearing Id 1 o horse, v^ii ch has 
been let loose for a year at the * Svam edh 9 sacrifice, another one 


was substituted in place of the former. 


93 




(b) Non-avail aM 11 ty of a Material* Ncn-availablli ty/mat.erlal al so 
leads to the substitution. Yalnavalkya prescribes successive sub- 
stitutes for mill: to be offered at ignihotra. According to him, if 
milk was not available th-ai rice or barley could be offered, 

further prescribes C sadhis, ^?rest herbs, flora and water as the 

. 94 

successive substitutes and at last he says i r nothing was 

available then oblation of truth into J>raddha could he made because 

95 

one, vho gives oblation of truth, gets heaven, it the ^St.urmlsya 

wool vas pasted upon the e^eigi^g ©c a ram and a sheer, but i<* wool 

1 96 

was not available then it was substituted by Kusa. 

( c) Specific Injunctions: Materials could be substituted due to the 


specific injunction slso. The iakyanumayana- sacrj rice used to conti- 
nue for thirty civ years end at tne close of each day the yajaman* 
went, for hunting and from thefle^h c f ani mai s - be killed - savanlya- 


97 


puroda^a w*s rrepared*. 'bias, in place of grains, was used 


98 


in preparing the savanlya_purod§£a, only doe to specific injunction. 


(d) Hatred toward s killing of the Vilmals t- Sometimes substitution 
^ag done because of the hatred towards killing of the animals. Wien 
a voice arose against the killing of animals, the grains were accen- 
ted for their substitution 4itareya Brahman a very clearly accepts 
purodasa as the substitute of animal, iccording to the Brahman©, 

performance of ritual with purodasa was the performance with ani- 
99 

mal.* <it the sixth Sedyaakra-ekaha , ignl somiya-anlmal could be 
substituted by a purodasa. P ifter the TMayanfya-i $tl of igni stoma 
a barren cow was immolated for yitra and Harupa, but iHb could also 
be substituted by Imilcsa. * 

(e) aesthetic 'lonseiouanesst- *or the construction of Vedi ; stones 
were used, but at the ignicayana bricks of various tfiapes started 
to substitute the former. The reason fbr this substitution was 
clearly a development in artistic sense, a development from rough- 
ness to fineness. The use of bricks, in constructing the fire-altar 
in the shape o* a bird, shews the aesthetic consciousness o^ ^edic 

p eopl e. 

r> wtt ch Bt iyri w ^ ts 

>!part ^rom the offering materials, used in ^auta rituals, 
other accesserf es were algo essentially required for the successful 
pe^orwance of sacrifices. *11 these accessories were o* the follow- 
ing kinds and nature?- 

( 0 Hsture and kinds of the Implements. Weapons etc. 

(1) farther, t 

(a) In the ^rauta rituals there used to be 1 mrl en t s %hich 

were mad© of earth. it the harsarurnamasa, the Franfta (water-pot) 

102 

of one, who desired for status, *®s mad© of earth. Patrl was an 
earthen vessel on Hhlch dough for a rurodHaa was prepared]P^Kapgias 


, 104 IQ 5 

were used for baking t be purodasag. Kumthl was fbr keeping amikga 

and for cooking animal flesh}-*"*® Kumbha was used for collecting vasa. 

tlvarf liters. Knhawfra was an earthen-pot in which milk for 

Fravargya was boiled^ 8 TTkh® was specially used at Agnieayana^and 

was prepared by the Chi ef-qu eef}?^ Sa'nniyya was algo kept in 1 tiP"* 

HP 

Sthall was used for keeping rice grains. Ajyasthall, Carusth*£f, 

Agnihotra sthall , ^nvah ary a sthall etc. were Its different form s. 13 Puta. 

.. 114 

bnrt wig also a name of sthalf vhi ch was used to keep the stoma. 

115 

*kadh«na vas an earthen Jug for keeping ekadhana >giters. Bricks 

were the main implement for the construction of tgnicayana Vedi.^t 

115 

the Pltrmedha algo bricks were used* 

(b) atones ?- Drsad and TTp»la were th e two mil stones for crushing 

grains at Darsapflrnamasl. Stones to enclose the Gaphapatya hearth 

118 

at ^gnlcay&na were used. OrSyana was a stone for pressing the soma 
stalks? - ^ 

(li) Vanaspatyan K large number of implements made cf wood were 
also used In the irauta rituals. The Implements know as Vahas- 
ratyan are being given here alphabetically; *bhri was a spade made 


of bam hoc which was used for digging earth, Agnihotra-havapT, made 


cf Vlkamkata, wag an offering spoon. Arrow, bow, camasa (a 

134 125 

ladle made of ^yagredhal, chariot, A dronakalaia (bttCket of 7lkam- 

176 ^ 177 128 , 

kata,, idSadna (mat of jreeds;, Juhu (an offering spoon of PalSsa) 


KSrotara ( si eve of bamboo) , musala, meksana (miring rod made of 

. 131 _ , .... , _ 137 t33 

Asvattbe, m&yufcha (a kind of peg, made of udumbaral, maha-anasa, 

prehkha (swing, ma ,1 e of udurabara, having a cord of munja^, phala^f 

*1 35 1 3T7 138 i39 

pots different woods, plough, sata, sphya,' geat (made of 

140 141 

udumbaraf, gruc (large offering ^poon of udumbara) , gruva (a 

142 p43 

small dipping spoon of Khadira, sthanu, swaru (splinter of wood 


144 . 145 

to be used in all the animal sacrifices), ja mku (wooden splinter), 

iamye (wooden yoke pin)}^ ^ul«i (wooden spit), nnafchiQta (of livat- 

thaf, yapairapanf (for roa stine vapa^^etc. K cot was also used 

ISO 

to place the bones of th© dead upon it, at the Pltrmedha. The sac- 


rificial implements \hicb were not employed in offering an oblation 


18 1 

into the fire, were made of the Varana-wood. 

ihe yure, in the Srauta rituals, was mainly used to tie 

the sacrificial ani^mals with it. It was thought to have ^isnu as 

its presiding deity, ^hen about to cat it from a tree, an offering 

152 

mad© wi th a stanza addressed to vi«mu. It was regarded as a 

153 

means of attaining the heaven. The yajamana and bis wife ascend 

154 

into the higher regions bjr it. It was made of either of the tree 


/ 


/ 


viz. bilva, khadira and palasa. yaikhanasa 3r,3u. adds Rohitaka 
156 

also. Ihe length of the yupa varied many a times, ^r example at 
the Soma sacri flee it was five to fifteen aratni s whereas at the 

' - l® 6 ^ / 

Ta^abandha it was only three or four aratni s. But, ip. S3 prescri- 
bes 1 1 3 length equal to the height of the standing yajamana with or 

167 


without raised arms or standing on a chariot. The length of yupa 

equal to three or fbur aratni s was the most appropriate as it was 

sufficient for tying* the victim animal with it, and these days also 

the lop?p of wood, with which animals are tied, is equal tc three or 

four aratni s. Its shape in Sattra was a particular one. It was 

158 

mortar- shaped at its base. Sattras lasted for a long period. This 

was why the yupa v« 3 mortar- shaped at its base, because if it was 

thin, it would have been destroyed after a ghort period. 

Barbha and munja are al90 regarded as ^naspatl. \ seat 

150 

made of munja cord was used at Sautramanr. K muffja-yoktre was for 

ICO 

girding up the wife of the y&jamana. Barth a v»s used in making: 


T6 X 

ra sana (a Top* for twining round the yup«), T sfka (a b**u^ to pot 
cellyri ub) , seat for Brahmi at ">ar gap urn amas» ° an 4 rs’Tren t f or the 
wife of the y a Jam an a at the 7ajarey*l\ 

(III) Heated to inlmals* - In the Srauta rituals soate implements 

were made of the hair ar other parts of *he body of animals. *br 

_ 168 
the su re purification T ari tra tas made of the hair of cow and horse, 

whereas the bavitra for rurifyine the Bilk was ms^e of the hair of 

iee _ 

post and shear. H the lautramani thirty two grahas were made of 

167 

the thirty two hulls 1 hoofs. n om o* black antelope was used br 

368 

e initiated ysjan^na to seratoh Mosaic. Jkins o+ animals, in 


also used in ‘irauta rituals. 3kin of 

369 


the ^orm of imrl^ments, 

a black antelope was used for ini tiation^ Soma was rlaced upon 

170 

the red skin o'* an anfuha. The red colour symbolises the blood 

171 

power, it the Kajasuye, timer's ^cin was also used. The use of 
tl *er ^cin symbolizes ^he klneShip of the v« jamana because the akin 


so belenps to the kin* of animals, it the ^ajasuya, the mention 

177 

of leather quiver has also been made. 


( 17 ) 


v- iome metallic Implements were also used in Sraut* 

173 174 

rituals. lire for cutting a yupa$ kawaca, needles of told, silver 


J78 


176 


177 


178 


andironf razor to be used by barbery milk-pail, corper-pots, 

179 190 181 102 ^ 

fol d-neeklaeess gold-ear rings, rukma; Hi ska etc. all have 


/ 


been referred to in the 3raata-ri to*l a. 


( B) Purroae t Bvery lmpl ‘Trent or weapon was made with a particular 
purpose. ’k>r eremple, initiated ya Japan a was given a horn of an 
antelope to scratch him sel**. In fact, he could scratfih wf th hi a 
flngertops i.e. nails also* %t, a scratch made fay nail could 
prove fatal as it could become septic. The ladles (srucs) were 


prescribed one era? In length. Actually, their length was clearly 
to keep away and to save the arm of the saeri fleer from coming Into 
contact with direct heat of the burning fire while making offerings 


Into It. Darbha was regarded pure that Is vhy no purl ‘'lea tory ritual 
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was performed upon It, It vaa used to purify the yajamsna. the 

Vajapeya, the wife of the yajamaha was given a garment of darbha to 

wear. Ihe women were regarded Impure (during menstruation period), 

therefore, such a garment was given to wear, for, the darbha garment 
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was for purity. flarbha Is still regarded as ^ure and is used In 
religious ceremonies. 


3ECTT0P C: MlTBBIttS. THLLMfNTS BTC. 0* g^FIWIWT HI TOILS 

It has been stated above that a large number of materials 
and implements were used in ?»raota rituals. Srauta sutras have some- 
times prescribed the materials and implements of a rite before des- 
cribing the latter fully. 
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(a) ^gnyadheya ( up a va sa th a ga vl ) : Cow, new cloth, four water-pitch- 
ers, three udumbara sulas, darvl, vapasrarapl, ereka, upabhaihana, 
oil, shoe, sacred grass, sphy*, thread etc. are the materials of 
Ignyidheya (upavasathagavT) « tisa, sikta, akhutkara, valmlka-vapa, 
sfida, earth dug by boar, lotus-leaf, sarkara, samids of various trees 
basket of munja, three samids of citriya-asvaitha, three pieces of 
gold, three pieces of silver, horse, eh *r 1 o t- iih eel , vrlhi for brah- 
matidana, all o sa dhl s, red skin of an anaduha and new yajna-pots are 


the materials of ignySdhana. 
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(b) Punarldhana :- Repaired chariot, resewn cloth, ox thich has been 
let loose for the second time, basket of darbha, three bundles of 

darbha and the materials used In Ignyadhana are for Punaradhana also. 

. _ _ 188 , 

( c) rarsarurnamasa : Baudh.SS gives a list of Important yajna-ayudhas 
as: sphya, kapalas, agnlhotra-havani , surpa, krsnljina, ^amya, ulu- 
khala, musala, drsad, upaia. Besides these, there are: John, nrabhrt, 


srue, dhruva, p ra&tra, ldapatra, meksana, plstodvapanf, pranftas, 
ajyasthaif, yeda, darupatrl, yoktra, veda-parlyasana, dhrsti (stir- 
ring stick), ldhmapravrascana, anyaharya- stball, madantl, pbaldkara. 
nsratra, an tardhanakata. Sphya, kapaia etc. are arranged two at a 
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time, and according to their necessity. 

(d) ignlhotra^ Hresh Bilk, rice-gruel, curd or Belted butter are 

the sacrificin'! substances of th*» ienlhotra rituals. 

- 191 

Ce) fcazsa r. ; * rst fruit of r«ddy is the chief material of igraysna 

*|G O 

(f) Fi n dapl trya jna t 1 Barhi (cut M th a slnele stroke) darbhe for 
strewing, Vrfhi, flurna, washed ulukbala, musala, stbalf, sruvff, 
aieksra, eraka, ura'^erhana, oil, sphya, getter-pitcher and ya.lna-pots 

are the material and Implements for P.F.yajria. 

( g) Fa^uband^a^ Three sticks (Pridhls) of Futadru tree, guggulu, 


sugandhl- tejana ( Te^apatra) , \hlte wool taken ^rom tba place ^hich 

77 

is between the two hoifs of a r«r , two rasanas, two yapa Trapani s, 
wood with an^ without branch, hrdya-su)a, sticks (pridbis) of krs- 
marya, b? 1 tramaruna- stl ck, idhma, barb! , rlaksa-brandh , carret of 
Ida (vetasa), yaya, saktu, dadbi , blranya etc. ar*» the imrortant 

accessories of Faiubandha >hieb baye be°r* prescribed by BaudhByana 

* 

^rauta Sutra. 


(h) ignl stoma :- Black antelope skin, black antelope horn^ cloth, 
pekbala, twenty two darbha puhjlla, butter, collyriur, fsfkS, 
udumbera- sti ek, camasa, sthalf for yrata-pra^ana, slkya, reksna, 
knwba, kurfra, yoktra, earth erVrots and samku are the Important 

i 

implements o^ ieni stoma. 
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(i) ignl cayanai - Horse, ass, rasana, abhrl , eartb, yalmlka-yepfi, 
krsna^lna, lotus-1 yoktra, ^®te"-p1 tcv>er, gold, broken kapalas, 
sarkara, ayanj ana-pi sta, ajaiora«, Vaisyaj basket, a reason err ert 


in preparing ukhS, are the important accessories of ^gnicayana. 
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(j) Vajapeytt - ^lack antelope- skin, rukmas of sold and silver, 
vastajlna, gold-pot. full of nadhu, chariot Wheel, naivara, seventeen 
nsa-puta etc. are the materials and implements of vajapeya sacrifice 

the lists of materials, implements etc. given by the 
Sra^uta sutras were for the convenience of a yajamana. the lists 
were also advantageous for a yajamana to collect and arrange for the 
materials befb~e the performance of the rites. The materials were 
prescribed bv keeping the nature of the del tv of sacrifice in view, 
it was kert in mind %.hat was to be offered to a particular deity in 
a particular rite. ''oreove~, the lists save the in terminglin* of 
materials of one ritual with that of the others. 

CON CLTJ il OB : - The various kinds of both the materials and implements 
throw a light on the development of the science of sacrifice in the 

4 

^rauta period, 'ihev also display the richness of ^edic society. 
Offerings of different preparations of milk, grains, fle^i etc. made 
to the gods, explicitly speak of the nature of food ^hich the vedi c 
people th «! selves used to take. The use of metals reflect t^eir 
acquaintance with metallurgy. There might be some professional 
metallsts. the use of a large number of implements with 

different shapes 3 l 'ows the skill of Vedie people In diversified 
trades and arts. 
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